Recently, she has enjoyed a string
of small but rich roles in films such
as Elegy and Woody Allen’s Vicky
Cristina Bareelona. In Allen’s
latest, Whatever Works, she turns
in a hilarious performance as a
salty southern belle turned head-
scarf-sporting Manhattan artiste
in a ménage 4 trois. Clarkson

is spoiled for choice: She stars
opposite Stanley Tucci in the dark,
avant-gardist two-hander Blind
Date and—talk about choice!—finds
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DiCaprio in the aforementioned Shuiter
Island. On the fact that there are worse
cave-mates than Leo, she purrs: “Oh,
yves,” and pauses, as though savouring the
memory. “Ohhhh, yessss!”

Clarkson, born and raised in New
Orleans, decided she wanted to be an
actress at the age of 12. Even as a child,
she felt contempt for the attention-gob-
bling kids who confused showhoating
with acting. “I was a serious actor. I
understood the difference between a
ham and an actor at a young age. I hated

Clarkson did what serious actors do—she
attended the Yale School of Drama. She
later made her film debut playing Kevin
Costner’s wife in The Untouchables, and
eventually scored an Oscar nom for her
role in Pieces of April. “I'm lucky in that
I'm still in hot pursuit,” she laughs.

“Cairo Time is a chance for me to
carry a film, which is rare for a woman
of my age. It’s very difficult, which I love,
and I applaud Ruba for that. She could
have easily written a movie about a 30-
year-old woman.”
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